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better than many, his expenditure on clothing is not so high as
for instance that of the Khatik. This is because the Dhobi often
gets as bakshish old clothes of his clients. The Khatiks are
traders par excellence and have developed middle class notions
of respectability.

Shoes

Walking barefoot is not considered infra, dig and most of the
people in mofussil manage without shoes during summer. While
the high caste people possess shoes and use these when needed,
the majority of the depressed class people do not possess shoes.
With the onset of winter, some of these people get either crude
wooden sandals or second-hand shoes which cost 2 to 4 as. per
pair. The proportion of people having shoes declines as we
proceed from the Punjab towards Bengal. Thus, while in the
Punjab most of these people have shoes or sandals, in the U.P.
the proportion of such people is about 40 per cent and the cor-
responding figure for Bihar is about 18 per cent. But in the
same region the proportion of people using shoes is greater in
towns as compared to villages.

Umbrellas

Umbrella is another luxury in which some of them (5 to 10
per cent) indulge during summer. It is not an uncommon sight
to see a barefooted man using an umbrella. Even the Tharu has
an umbrella which he makes himself. It is a sort of circular hat
about 2 feet in radius and is made of bamboos and palm leaves.
In the centre there is a hole to fit over the head.

Utensils

Utensils are probably the most valuable possession of a
depressed class man. During the last two or three decades,
metal utensils have almost completely ousted earthen vessels
from the kitchen. Only about 20 per cent of these people
still cook in earthen vessels. But even the poorest among
them have a lota and a thali of bell metal. This is usually a
wedding gift that the bridegroom gets from his father-in-law. As
we move eastwards from the Punjab, the amount spent by a
family on metal utensils decreases. Thus, while in the Punjab